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1. During the seminar, "Present prOblems in Literature" I met
three Russian writers and we engaged in e shottconversation. They
asked me what .my opinion was of the matters under diicustion, whether

agreed with the . other. AMeticans and Stitishers (whOwete very -
critical of SOviet literatUte). In miswet to my statement that I have

own opinions, my own ideas, - thet in America velum complete freedom
of thought and' e*resaion, they replied, 'tea, ou have complete freedom
in this regard, think independently, you are :till young.

On depargng, one Of thee (Rdssian Writer) . stated, Well, goodbye
Steven, gro411411.." Later, from a distance he added, "Remember that
you are a. Ukrainiant"

. '2. During Opening . of the festival at the stadium I talked with
two yOungRUstianwritets. AS relict's did later, I told them I was
Of 'Ukrainian extractiOn. 'After a short - while • Of conversing, I purpoSely
staked, iTeLliie, Whicholtyo4 - areiCHANNLI. I would like to talk with them."
One - at - them teplied, - FWb - havi - 	8. We have only Ukrainians.
We have no such nationality as

3. During a eimiliertiation with a yotang Ukrainian artist and at
sculptor' it became eVident - that they were torelaniliar with thieRuesian
language, althenghthey -tpOke - with me in Ukrainian. The sculptor did
' knOW - theliktaiiiian . langUagevell. Neither One of them.hatheard-of

peal) Or- OthatUktainian ittitits in . Anerioe - ot' &trope. During-the
cOirketteticnthete wereiNiesiene - ind a - young Britith.jourhalist-writer
present. 'Only the Rittaient - COUntered - the atgdmints Of the Britither.
The tWOUktainient only listened. They didn't went to participate in
the defense of the USSR.

4. During the cOncerte„ a large percentage of Ukrainians, and es-
pecially the girls, Me& frequent written notes. They even noted the
amount of applause, etc.

5. During the last night And the last perfetmande by the Soviet
group, BORLSIUtleft the Cohdert hall together with me and in a provoca-
tive' lannet etated, "there you'halie the development of culture. There's
ah Ate:" fez° yoUt Thet sing lively and with pride. That'll a sign-of a
heaithy'body, youth, a sign of life. Where else do they sing and dance
as we do?"
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My reply: "In America, they sing and dance even more 46110 and >9"-
life isellemOmilbamme in those dances. Today, modern nations - civilised,
mature nations not only dance and sing but &wrest themselves'Oolitically
as well. That is the differende between prilitiVe natiOnS -'tribes
(their culture also deVelepis in song and dance) and modern nations,
nations politically developed."

16-0EIS/UK listened, thought for a.while and then countered With the
following reply* "We.aldo have pOlitioal development; we are not so bad
OM in the political sense.' (lie most have been . thinking of the USSR
as, a whole.)

SIUK Made similar comments'that evening. Referring to the
grohp of Ukrainian "tedrists" who were singing . Mbecow Evenings he said:
'There's' where the fdthre it. That is our future. The youth fhll of
ideals which will bring victory.' .

6. - It was diffichlt to . tell what nationality one was, except by
one l edrese. Ukrainian eibraderedahirts aloe Were being worn by
Ruesiana and Oren by Ohs Vsbek. • itien- I'atked one individual if he was
I Ukrainian since he wee Wearing a Ukrainian shirt he answered that
even non-UkraLnianis in the USSR wear Ukrainian embroidered shirts.
The Uzbek said, ores, the shirt is Ukrainian but I au an Uzbek.'

SECRET



Translation

SECRET

Conversations with Poles at the Vienna Festival

1. In conversations with poles I posed as an "American Pole
from Poloniao and most of those I encountered believed me. They were
very friendly toward me. I Was something new to them because so far
as I knew, there'wereno Poles in the American delegation. However,
there were eome Of them in the operative groups in the city of Vienna
itself; i.e., Independent Service, etc.

• The Polish delegation was one of the satellite groups thicb.
joined with other non-communist delegatiOns at the MESSEGELANDE, and
their's was the only arts group represented in the citf, probably
in the Polish consillate. In this manner the Poles had opportunity' to
meet with ell nonCommunist participants, to talk with them and travel
freely in the city. They had -their . oan' oobtervers" . into Which category
you cOuld plade the greater Percentage of their older delegates
were a bit too old to be delegates.. They lived separately in one of
the better living quarters.

InIcenéral, they were qiiite - cautiOus, although they were very
happy to converse with one once. they heard you speak in Polish.

II. The youth and the older delegates were divided into two
grOupS, those'whO preitedeVerything about present day Poland andAhose
who, were somewhat critical of past and present circumstances in Poland.

They all *bated that donditiOns'improved undeg GOmulka and talked
abOut the-destruction Of Warsaw and other cities in Poland during
WOrldlier II which therIlaked fOr'eome Of the present Weaknesses in
the'ecOnomidii4Ocialogical aspects. Similarly they were all optimistic
about the filture.• 	 •

In general they spoke favorably of the United States, with the
eXiteOtion-ofthree wedperiorte Who poured all their abuses On America
during our ConVersatione,'Caliing-her imperialistic, deceiving and
used many other epithets characteristic of . CoiMunists. They praised.
life inPoland"so highly that it was obviousthings weren't so rosy.
FOr"instancei . one'of these Was boasting that in Poland they now have
free"vacatione fOr the Workers' children 'and his wife interrupted wing,
NYanek, that is not true because the 'eat time We paid 80 sloty."
/anek paidno . attentiOn to her and continued his extreme boasting in
*Ali& his wife ookreCted hilion two more occasions. With the exception of
this one man, everyone with atom I talked was favorably inclined toward
West Germany and Adenaur.
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Attitude Toward Ukrainians:

The youth was generally favorably inclined, althotgh I had no
opportunity to get into any real deep discussions on this subject
because I posed as an American Pole.

In a conversation with a' middle aged construction teacher, an
Old boymoott, who boatted . thatte travelled a lot "daring the Old
regime" about 'which he was sentimental. Iles:lined the followings
Western Ukraihian'lands belong	 Ukraine and this fact at be
accepted. The yen* people UhO de net reef:Ober' the pre-war paled
and whO'feel no' ties te these lends accept the preeent'statut quo
is "natural," bUttheelder people, and Chiefly . theie who lived
there, have a sentLmental'attedheent to these, 'theit forier areas
end look at thie *Ore emotiOdaLly and it is "necessary to under:43nd
them." In addition, the "Polish emigre press" incites these people.
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